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Ida B. Applewood believes there is never enough time for fun.That's why she's so happy to be

homeschooled and to spend every free second outside with the trees and the brook. Then some

not-so-great things happen in her world. Ida B has to go back to that Place of Slow but Sure

Body-Cramping, Mind-Numbing, Fun-Killing Tortureâ€”school. She feels her heart getting smaller

and smaller and hardening into a sharp, black stone. How can things go from righter than right to a

million miles beyond wrong? Can Ida B put together a plan to get things back to just-about perfect

again?
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I have recommended this book to half a dozen elementary school age kids, and all of them have

loved it. And in contrast to the views spotlighted above, several of them have also read Kate

DiCamillo's "Because of Winn-Dixie" and think that "Ida B." is a much better read, and I agree. This

is the rare book that creates a direct connection between the reader and the protagonist's emotions

and motivations; the children I know who have read the book all have remarked about how the

author allowed them to "get inside" the protagonist's head in ways they hadn't experienced before.

Ida B. has all the runaway emotions and issues of self-control that elementary school children



struggle with -- anger at her parents for not fulfilling all of their promises, anger at her schoolmates

and teachers for not allowing her to fit in, anger at the very environment around her for not staying

perpetually the same. She has moments of elation and moments of deep depression. She comes

up with creative ways to "punish" her parents for breaking their promises. In other words, she's a

real child and not the usual paragon that we typically find in children's fiction. Eventually Ida B.

manages to reconcile herself to her surroundings in different ways -- by the end of the book she is

able to make peace with herself and those around her in ways that rang true to me and to the

children I know who have read the book. Ultimately, the book's message for children is an optimistic

one -- don't despair, because no matter how hard things seem, you will find ways of coping, and this

too shall pass.

I read this book aloud to my two boys, ages 6 and 9 and it made quite an impression on all of us.

Beautifully and skillfully addresses issues of love and fear and loss in a simple and accessible way.

Ida B. is a memorable, imperfect little girl, full of spunk and hope, and we often refer to her in our

home as if she were a personal friend. I highly recommend this book. We are looking forward to Ms.

Hannigan's next novel.

I have loved many books...but this one beats them all. I am in 4th grade and I read a lot. As soon as

I picked up this book, I couldn't put it down. I like Ida because she was creative and things happen

to her that kids or people can relate to. Sometimes, I refer to it as an apple book because of all the

orchards. In the future, I would definately love to read more books by this author. If you like books

like Molly Moon, Chasing Vermeer, Series of Unfortunate Events or Harry Potter, you will love this

book too.

This fun novel is made up of glorious similes, metaphors, and intense descriptions. Ida B is a strong

character that comes to life. You can really relate to her feelings. She is unpredictable and makes

you want to keep reading to see what she will do next. Ida B is a moving story with a great theme

and message about nature. Dealing with a loved one who is diagnosed with cancer is another

inspirational theme woven into the plot. After I finished reading, I had to stop a moment to take in

everything I had read. It truly made me think, and I believe it will have the same effect on anyone

who reads this book. I confidently recommend Ida B.

As a fourth grade teacher, I can relate to Ida B Applewood since she is a fourth grader herself, but I



cannot say that I have ever met a student quite like her! Aside from her lifelike relationships with the

apple trees on her family's orchard and her talent for thinking critically, Ida B is definitely a girl with a

plan. Ida B professes that, "I believe good plans are the best way to maximize fun, avoid disaster,

and, possibly, save the world." However, Ida B brings life that goes from planned to unplanned to

reality for readers.Ida B is a story that will personally allow you to get to know the main character,

Ida B, who experiences what it is like when plans fall apart. As a reader, my heart went out to Ida B

whose life underwent some serious changes that not all fourth graders or even some adults ever

have to endure. Throughout the book, I thought that Ida B excellently exhibited a strong searching

within herself for the coping skills she thought she needed to deal with life's changes. As an adult

reader and a teacher, this book provided me with real insight to what life could actually be like for a

child experiencing such changes as Ida B. Hannigan brilliantly lets us into Ida B's head through the

reasoning and planning this wonderful character is constantly doing. Although this read can become

deeply emotional and make you want to scream through the pages, "Everything will be alright, Ida

B!", it promotes an overwhelming feeling that no matter how unplanned life may seem, there really is

a plan! Ida B goes on my list of all time favorites without a doubt!

O' there is never enough time for fun! This is what Ida B thinks. Her friends are the apple trees in

the orchard and her family are always by her side! She thought nothing could ever go wrong in her

life! Until her mom gets canser. Her mom is very weak and cannot homeschool her any more so

they send her to a Public School. She hates the public schools. She gets a new heart. A cold hard

heart. She doesn't talk to her mom or dad anymore. She doesn't want to make friends at her new

school, and does nothing during recess. She has an inspiring 3 grade teacher who helps her pick

away at the hard heart and allows the fresh kind heart come through. Read the book to find out what

happens! I loved this book! It was awesome and inspiring! Hannigan does a great job showing

characterization. She tells you how Ida B feels and what she thinks perfectly. Characterization is

what a character is like and what her or she does to show personality. For a moment I felt that I was

Ida B! I recommend this book to people who care for realistic fiction books and books that make you

feel good inside! This is an awesome book!
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